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Alene Kraus    

-!#!  0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔ -ÅÓÓÁÇÅ 

  

Happy New Year to each of you! 

 As 2026 rolls along think about your plans for this year. Plans are different 

from resolutions. Plans can change without remorse! Perhaps it is a better way 

to frame what we would like to be. I plan to be a better person each day. I 

plan to learn more about MACA because I want to be a very good president for 

the members of this wonderful organization. I want to be a better clown than I 

was yesterday. I believe by reframing the words we say and how we say them, 

we can pave our way to be positively creative.  

The 2025 convention was terrific! We had great instructors and vendors. We 

added breakout classes that received very good feedback, and those sessions 

added more educational opportunities. MACA has always been about the 

education we provide. We plan to keep it that way! It was a good mix of tried 

and true and somethings new!  

The 2026 MACA Convention is being planned for your education and for your 

entertainment. Your Education Director is Bob Gretton. Let him know what you 

liked last year! The theme is Americaôs 250 Year History, and we are planning a 

lot of fun! Watch for registration information and location. 
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Clown Resolutions 
I resolved to write this at the beginning of the New Year. As it happens, Iôm writing it at the end of 

its first month, while the world outside is wrapped in snow and ice pellets. Better late than never! 

Oré put another way: things come up. We remind ourselves of what is important. We use the 

mental energy to keep things on our list and figure out what we can do, even when the physical 

energy isnôt there. We do what we can, rather than what weôve convinced ourselves we ought. 

Todayôs resolution: I resolve to write an article for MACA on resolutions. I begin by putting 

fingers to keyboard, but my brain wanders: I have a convention coming up in DC next weekend 

to prepare for. I have various things Iôve committed to do for church: where will those fit in this 

week, particularly with the probably lost cause day off the Monday weôll spend digging out from 

the fluff and sluff? (Sluff: clown invented word: sleet stuff!) And oh wait: thereôs the hours I wonôt 

get in at work tomorrow because Iôll be digging out from the fluff and sluff thatôll need to be made 

up somehow. 

Inhale, exhale. Just keep swimming, though not while inhaling and exhaling lest one drown. 

Embrace your inner clown, squeeze its squeaker, and make the smallest gesture towards 

clowniness. And then do it again because it was fun and it made you smile. 

Aha ð thereôs my resolution and resolution guidance. Rather than let my checklist of big 

resolutions rule me, Iôll adapt and play with each dayôs adventures. I resolve to make myself smile 

and work to pass it along, whether amongst my clown friends or in the world as I go. If I get to do 

that whilst in clown, all the better. In the meantime, my personal practice of clowning will refuel 

my own tank over the winter, warm my heart as well as my big feet, and keep me energized to 

move forward with more things. 

Keep on clowning! 

Tina Coleman 

-!#!  #ÈÁÐÌÉÎ -ÅÓÓÁÇÅ 

Just keep swimming!  



 4 

 

Education Director Message 

 
²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ /ƭƻǿƴŀǘŀǊƛŀƴ !ǿŀǊŘΚ  
.ȅ .ƻō ά.ǳƴƪȅέ DǊŜǧƻƴ  
 
LǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ IƛƎƘŜǎǘ !ǿŀǊŘ ƎƛǾŜƴ ōȅ a!/!Φ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ¢ƘŜ YŜȅǎǘƻƴŜ YƭƻǿƴǎΦ  

¢Ƙƛǎ ŀǿŀǊŘ ƛǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƻ Ŏƭƻǿƴǎ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǝƭƭ ŀǊŜΣ ƭŜƴŘƛƴƎ ŀ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ƘŀƴŘ ǘƻ ŦŜƭƭƻǿ Ŏƭƻǿƴǎ 

ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƛƴǎƛƎƘǘΣ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻƳƻǝƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŎƭƻǿƴƛƴƎΦ  

¢ƻ ōŜ ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ /ƭƻǿƴŀǘŀǊƛŀƴΣ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ƛǎ ƴƻƳƛƴŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ a!/!Φ ¢ƘŜ 

ƴƻƳƛƴŀǘƻǊ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǳōƳƛǘ ŀ ƭŜǧŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŜƭŜŎǝƻƴ ŎƻƳƳƛǧŜŜΦ  

²Ƙƻ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŜƭŜŎǝƻƴ ŎƻƳƳƛǧŜŜΚ  

¢ƘŜ ŎƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ ƛǎ ƳŀŘŜ ǳǇ ƻŦ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ /ƭƻǿƴŀǘŀǊƛŀƴ ŀǿŀǊŘ ǿƛƴƴŜǊǎ  ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ 

ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ a!/! ōƻŀǊŘΦ  

¢ƘŜ ƭŜǧŜǊ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǎǘŀǘŜ ǿƘȅ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŀǿŀǊŘΦ  

¢ƘŜ ƭŜǧŜǊǎ  ŀǊŜ ǊŜǾƛŜǿŜŘ ²L¢Ih¦¢ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ōŜƛƴƎ ƴƻƳƛƴŀǘŜŘ hw ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ƴƻƳƛƴŀǝƴƎ ǘƘŜƳΦ ¢ƘŜ ƴŀƳŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǊŜƳƻǾŜŘ ǎƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ Ŏŀƴ ŎƻƴŎŜƴǘǊŀǘŜ 

ƻƴ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƴŘƛŘŀǘŜ Ƙŀǎ ŘƻƴŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ŘƻƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƻŦ ŎƭƻǿƴƛƴƎΦ  

[ŜǧŜǊǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǎŜƴǘ ǘƻ tŀǘ {ǘŜǾŜƴǎƻƴ ŀǘ ǇŀǘψǎǘŜǾŜǎƻƴϪǾŜǊƛȊƻƴΦƴŜǘ hw tŀǘ {ǘŜǾŜƴǎƻƴ опмф 

bƻǊǘƘǿƛƴŘ wŘ .ŀƭǝƳƻǊŜΣ a5 нмнопΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǊŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ŀǿŀǊŘ ǿŜǊŜ ¢ƘƻƳ {ǘŜǾŜƴǎƻƴ 

ŀƴŘ ¢ŜǊŜǎŀ DǊŜǧƻƴΦ  

 
tŀǎǘ ǊŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ a!/! /ƭƻǿƴŀǘŀǊƛŀƴ !ǿŀǊŘ  
 
/ƛƴŘȅ !ƴŘŜǊǎƻƴΣ bŜƭƭƛŜ aŀȅΣ  
5ŀǊƭŜƴŜ aƻǊƎŀƴΣ DŜƻǊƎŜ /ŀōŀƴΣ ¢ŜǊǊȅ {ƭŀȅƳŀƪŜǊΣ .ƻō DǊŜǧƻƴΣ  
{ŀƴŘƛ {ƳƛǘƘΣ .ƛƭƭ {ŎƘƻōŜǊΣ  
aŀǊƪ {ǘΦ aŀǊƛŜΣ WƻȅŎŜ 5ƻƴŀƭŘǎƻƴΣ WƻƘƴ YǊŀƭΣ wƻƴ aƻǳƴǘΣ  
wȅŀƴ {ŎƘǿŜƴŘŜƭΣ tŀǘ {ǘŜǾŜƴǎƻƴΣ [ŀǊǊȅ 9ǘŎƘƛǎƻƴΣ /ŀǊƭŜǧŀ ¸ƻǳǊƛŎƘΣ DŜǊŀƭŘ ¸ƻǳǊƛŎƘΣ                 
{ǘŜǾŜ /ŀǊŘŜǊΣ !ƭŜƴŜ YǊŀǳǎΣ  
YŀǊŜƴ wƻōŜǊǘǎΣ ¢ƘƻƳ {ǘŜǾŜƴǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ ¢ŜǊŜǎŀ DǊŜǧƻƴΦ  
όLŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŀ Ǉŀǎǘ ǿƛƴƴŜǊ ϧ ¸ƻǳǊ ƴŀƳŜ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ƭƛǎǘŜŘΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ƭŜǘ ƳŜ ƪƴƻǿύ 

mailto:pat_steveson@verizon.net
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The 2026 MACA Convention, ñCELEBRATING THE MAGICAL TIMES OF THE 

USAò, will be held at our new convention location in Grantsville, PA. (approximately 20 

minutes from the Red Lion Hotel).  

Although we enjoyed our 10 years at the Red Lion, the hotel is closing. Harrisburg is a central 

location for our MACA conventions and we will be remaining in the area.  

 

We have selected the Holiday Inn Harrisburg-Hershey, 604 Station Rd, Grantsville, PA 17028. 

 

 

 

 

 

The Holiday Inn is in the Harrisburg-Hershey area. Only 22 miles from Harrisburg International 

Airport (MDT) and  a short drive to the ñSweetest Place on Earthò, Hershey PA. You can easily 

access the hotel by traveling on major highway I-81 which links I-78, I-83 and the PA Turnpike.  

There are plenty of nearby attractions within minutes from the hotel in Hershey. Visit Hersheypark, 

Hersheyôs Chocolate World, Zoo America and the Hollywood Casino at Penn National Race 

Course. The hotel offers a 100% non-smoking stay plus Free Parking and Free Wi-Fi. Stay in 

shape at our 24-hour Fitness Center and swim a few laps in the pools. Each room is equipped 

with refrigerators, microwaves, Keurig's and upgraded linen packages on all beds. They are a pet 

friendly hotel. Enjoy a meal in the Great American Grille or experience a lively night of country 

western music and line dancing in the Winnerôs Circle Saloon. 
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MACA  2026 CONVENTION   

MARK Your Calendar so you can be at The Holiday Inn HOTEL November 12-14, 
2026 
The Theme for the MACA CONVENTION 2026 is ñCELEBRATING THE MAGICAL 
TIMES OF THE USAò 
 
Mark Your Calendar and Donôt Miss This Convention 
 
Your Themes and Entertainment 
 
THURSDAY NIGHT BANQUET ï Theme:  1920 Speak Easy 
So put on your Great Gatsby Flapper Dresses with Necklace and Headband or 
Gangster Mobster Outfit for a fun night and lively music. 
Weôll have Open Mike, games and other surprises! 
 
FRIDAY NIGHT BANQUET ï Theme:  Colonial America 
Celebrating the great pioneering contribution that make America such a great     
country. 
 
SATURDAY NIGHT BANQUET ï Theme:  The American Circus 
Celebrating the great circus history and the circus personnel that performed and 
brought joy to their American Audiences. 
 
Our headliner will be Jaquan Fields, aka Quany the Clown. 
 
As always, weôll honor our veterans and have the annual installation of MACA         
officers. 
 
 
Schedule, Registration, and Hotel Registration Information will be available soon.  
 
Our next Big Top Newsletter will have registration information for the convention and 
the hotel.  Also, Check the website for the registration links as they become        
available. 

https://midatlanticclownassociation.com/#schedule
https://midatlanticclownassociation.com/#registration
https://midatlanticclownassociation.com/#hotel
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 MACA  2025 CONVENTION RECAP  

           MACA CONVENTION 2025  

  A Great Time was had by ALL 
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MACA  2025 CONVENTION NEWS  

Day 1 
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 Day 2 



 10 

 Day 3 

Most Honorable Grand Ambassador 

of the MidAtlantic Clown Association 

   Mr. John Kral 2025 Clownatarians                                                                        

Teresa ñBlondieò Gretton and Thom ñSkootcheeò Stevenson 
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       MACA Information Center                                                        

                  or Things you may not know about MACA 

Send YOUR Alley News and items you 

may want to share with other members 

to the Newsletter Editor.  

The MACA Newsletter is distributed bi-monthly 

and submission are due to the editor by the 20th 

of the month before publication. (Articles are due by 

June 20th for inclusion in the July/Aug newsletter).  

Please, no hand written articles. Pictures may be 

blurred if the megapixels are not high enough. 

Send articles to Editor: Thom Stevenson at        

skootchee3419@gmail.com 

MACA MEMBERSHIP  
Looking for some help in your clowning    

career ? 
Looking to meet some new and some 

well established clowns ? 

Join the Mid-Atlantic Clown Association 

(MACA) 

Our purpose is to promote the            

education in and the preservation of 

the ancient art of clowning. 

 

 

To become a member, click on this link 

to apply for membership. 

 
Changing the World One smile at a time 

http://midatlanticclownassociation.com/membership/
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Clownatarian 

The MACA is the only clown organization that gives a Clownatarian award every year and thatôs because, we made it 

up!  Way back, when the MACA was being formed 40+ years ago, The Keystone Klowns, made up of several clowns 

that many donôt know and most of whom are no longer with us on earth, decided they wanted to give an award to a 

clown for just being a great clown person.  There was a gentleman worked with new clowns and who on several        

occasions paid for registration fees, hotel rooms, etc. for clowns who were just starting out and did not have money to 

come to a convention.  It was decided this fellow was a Humanitarian and hence the name Clownatarian.  

This award was never intended as a Clown of the Year type award but as a thank you to a good human being who 

was always there to lend a helping hand in any way they could to other clowns.  For the first, at least 15 years the 

trophy award was purchased and given to a person chosen by the Keystone Klowns, but eventually as many of them 

passed away or left the clown world for various reasons, the MACA decided to take over the presentation of the 

award. 

Over the past several years, We have re-organized the selection committee to include more currently active       

members and have decided this committee will be made up of previous Clownatarian award winners that are        

currently serving on the MACA Board of Directors.  Therefore, this yearôs selection committee will include George 

Caban, Bob Gretton, Pat Stevenson, Larry Etchison, Steve Carter, Karan Roberts, Carletta and Gerald Yourich,   

Theresa Gretton and Thom Stevenson. 

To be selected as a Clownatarian, a clown is nominated by a member of MACA by submitting a letter to the selection       

committee stating why this person should be considered for this award.  These letters are reviewed without names of 

the person being nominated or the person nominating them being noted so that the nomination is based on good 

deeds only.   

 

Please send any nominations you have for the 2026 award to Pat at pat_stevenson@verizon.net or to my home 

3419 Northwind Rd Baltimore, MD 21234 and she will see to it that the current selection committee receives your 

nominations. 


