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A CHAT WITH THE CHAPLAIN

By Tina Coleman
MACA Chaplain

Howdy from your chaplain!
One of the things that I enjoy about clowns and clowning is the uniting aspect of it. I love that
groups like Clowns Without Borders are able to share love, regardless of language or creed,
because of the common language of laughter. I love that adults and children alike smile when
they see a red nose and clown shoes. I love the things I see happen around you all when you're
together, and I love to hear of the impacts you're making in your communities.
Partly to help me prepare for better times to come in clowning and partly to help me destress from
some other things going on in my life, I recently ordered a few books on clowning. The one I
picked up this afternoon has this wonderful paragraph in the preface that I'd like to share with you
here. The book is The Clown in You: A Guide to Contemporary Clowning, by Caroline Dream,
and the preface I'm quoting from is written by her husband, Alex Navarro. It concludes with:
"Imagine for a moment a world inhabited exclusively by clowns. Wars would be fought with cream
pies, failures would be applauded, the economy would be turned on it's head, two plus two would
equal five, and a present would consist of a cardboard box and a stick, which would immediately
become a pirate ship and a spyglass. The world would be a place where innocence and
tenderness would be the order of the day, where making eye contact, showing vulnerability or
sharing feelings would be an everyday occurrence. Playing would be obligatory, laughter would
always be present and the greatest responsibilities in life would be happiness and fun."
My prayer is that each of us would have and take our chances to get to help make this sort of
world poke through more and more each day. Also happy to be reached
at colemanserious@gmail.com or findable on Facebook as Tina Coleman if you'd like to send in
prayer requests for yourselves or the people you care about.
Until we meet again - bump a nose!
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MACA Education Director Update
The Posse
by Bob “Bunky Gretton
Education Director

We have Rounded up an awesome Group of Cow Hands, who will be galloping into Harrisburg
for the Rootin Tootin MACA Convention. YeeHaw!
The Point Rider of this Group is Steve Kissell.
Steve will be sharing his knowledge and insight with two classes. He will be offering books and
miscellaneous in the General Store. Steve will also be presenting a knee slapper, foot stomping stage show at our banquet on Saturday night.
The other Cow Hands who’ll be schoolin’ and be dealin’ up sum ace-high are ....Roy StoneName Tags/Custom Magic. Dave Hill-Dollar Store & Balloons. Scott Correll-Puppets. Mary Ann
Ross-Face Painting Supplies. Wayne Shifflett-Magic. Jim Donahue & Connie Morrow.
Line-up so far, see page 6.
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MACA 2021 CONVENTION NEWS

4

CONVENTION NEWS
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Here is what is lined up so far....
STEVE KISSELL
Evening performance title: An Evening of Comedy Magic with Steve Kissell
Magic and Storytelling Share in the surprising delight of learning over a dozen magical stories that will enlighten your magical performance. This is one of the most requested play shops. Learn the skills you need to combine
this art form with others. Great for working with libraries, daycare's, schools and birthday parties. This presentation is very audience involved, so get ready to have fun!
50 Performance Tips for Entertainers Everything from Audience involvement to Zany introductions will be discussed in this session. Learn to be a better performer with attention to details. You will leave this workshop a better performer!

ROY STONE
The Art of Being Santa
Stage Presence

DAVE HILL
Magical Fun For Clowns - Learning a few simple but impressive magical effects can boost your overall clown
skills. Join us as we learn to perform a dozen or so bits of magic, Walk Around tricks and Easy to do effects for
Shows and especially Birthday Parties will be featured.
Don't Just Stand There, Make Me Laugh! - You've learned how to put on make-up. Got your outfit and shoes,
and there's the phone call. "Can you come and "Perform at Our Event?" The optimum word here is PERFORM.
Learn some New, and Remember some tried and true oldies to make you a hit at your next appearance.

SCOTT CORRELL
Puppets
Bubbles

MARY ANN ROSS
Glitter Tattoos
From How to WOW!
How to create and charge for your creations, whether single application or multiple colors.
Stencils/glue/glitter will be supplied.
Beginner face painting
What to use and not to use, how to care for your kit, simple application techniques, freehand vs stencils, set up
advice, etc.
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WAYNE SHIFFLETT
Care and use of Feather Flower Magic.
Teach simple magic (not a DIY or make it yourself, but show the 'secret' without having to buy it)
Examples:
Color changing silks,
Professor Nightmare (3 different rope lengths in tall the same length), Coloring book, Rising wand, (wand
rises, jumps, and silk appears on end) Crystal Tubes (3 silks put into tube, come out tied together), D'Lites,
Stiff Rope, to name a few.

JIM DONAHUE
Chickenology
CONNIE MORROW
Working with babies & toddlers
TERESA & BOB GRETTON
Hands on “Bits, Skits,& Gags”
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MACA Information Center
or Things you may not know about MACA
CLOWN SEARCH
Did you know that the Mid-Atlantic Clown
Association provides a way for people to contact
it’s MACA clowns on our website?
We have a link on the site menu “Clown Search”
where anyone accessing the site can find a clown
in their area to perform. Your listing as a member
is free BUT… You need to provide your information. We do not act as a booking agency. The
information is there for contact purposes only.
If you would like your contact information to be
published on the website, please send your
information :
Clown name
Email address
City , State
Phone Number

MACA MEMBERSHIP
Looking for some help in your clowning
career ?
Looking to meet some new and some
well established clown ?
Join the mid-Atlantic Clown Association
(MACA)
Our purpose is to promote the
education in and the preservation of
the ancient art of clowning.

to the webmaster, Thom Stevenson
Skootchee3419@gmail.com.

To become a member, click on this link
to apply for membership.
Changing the World One smile at a time

Send YOUR Alley News and items you
may want to share with other members
to the Newsletter Editor.
The MACA Newsletter is distributed bi-monthly
and submission are due to the editor by the 20th
of the month before publication. (Articles are due by
June 20th for inclusion in the July/Aug newsletter).

Please, no hand written articles. Pictures may be
blurred if the megapixels are not high enough.
Send articles to Editor: Thom Stevenson at

skootchee3419@gmail.com
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Clownatarian
The MACA is the only clown organization that gives a Clownatarian award every year and that’s because, we made it
up! Way back, when the MACA was being formed 30+ years ago, The Keystone Klowns, made up of several clowns
that many don’t know and most of whom are no longer with us on earth, decided they wanted to give an award to a
clown for just being a great clown person. There was a gentleman worked with new clowns and who on several
occasions paid for registration fees, hotel rooms, etc. for clowns who were just starting out and did not have money to
come to a convention. It was decided this fellow was a Humanitarian and hence the name Clownatarian.
This award was never intended as a Clown of the Year type award but as a thank you to a good human being who
was always there to lend a helping hand in any way they could to other clowns. For the first, at least 15 years the
trophy award was purchased and given to a person chosen by the Keystone Klowns, but eventually as many of them
passed away or left the clown world for various reasons, the MACA decided to take over the presentation of the
award.
Over the past several years, the selection committee has consisted of Nellie “Muffin” May (a founding member of the
Keystone Klowns and MACA), Darlene “Daisy” Morgan and George “Porgie” Caban. We have re-organized the selection committee to include more currently active members and have decided this committee will be made up of previous Clownatarian award winners that are currently serving on the MACA Board of Directors. Therefore, this year’s
selection committee will include Nellie May, George Caban, Sandi Smith, Bill Schober, Bob Gretton, Ryan
Schwendel, Pat Stevenson and Larry Etchison.
To be selected as a Clownatarian, a clown is nominated by a member of MACA by submitting a letter to the selection
committee stating why this person should be considered for this award. These letters are reviewed without names of
the person being nominated or the person nominating them being noted so that the nomination is based on good
deeds only.
Please send any nominations you have for the 2021 award to me at dottheclown@comcast.net or to my home 169
Buckingham Dr., Southampton, NJ 08088 and I will see to it that the current selection committee receives your
nominations.
Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions and I will try to answer.
Sandi “Dot” Smith
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Moving?
Send both your new and old
address to:
Dave Myers
318 S. Cleveland Ave.
Wilmington, DE 19805
clickerclown@yahoo.com
(302) 230-1393

The following are the best ways to contact me:
Email – clickerclown@yahoo.com
Cell #- 302-230-1393 text is best, if no answer please leave a message. I check these everyday. The
previous phone # is no longer in service.
Anyone who has paid their dues and did not receive their membership card please contact me and I will send one out.

MID_ATLANTIC CLOWN ASSOCIATION INC.
2021 OFFICERS AND STATE DIRECTORS

President

Susan Saunders

(240) 380-0071

gettysbear25@aol.com

Vice President
Secretary

Pat Stevenson

(410) 256-8862

pat_stevenson@verizon.net

Dave Myers

(302) 230-1393

clickerclown@yahoo.com

Recording Secretary Alene Krouse

610) 864-5969

srateach@gmail.com

Treasurer
Officer Emeritus
Editor
Education
Chaplain

Dennis Gesel

(716) 449-3165

djgesel@yahoo.com

Nelle May

(412) 654-4158

Thom Stevenson

(410) 256-8862

skootchee3419@gmail.com

Bob Gretton

(301) 843-8212

bunkytclown@comcast.net

Tina Coleman

(443) 253-5567

colemanserious@gmail.com

Hospitality Director

Larry Etchison

(304) 276-3394

pocomajic@yahoo.com

Historian

Sandi Smith

(609) 801-2571

dottheclown@comcast.net

Membership Chair

Ellen Gagnon

(856) 727-9261

classitheclown@comcast.net

Trustees

Jim Shores

(410) 207-0444

jim_shores@msn.com

John Crull

(240) 762-0500

slapshotwizard@aol.com

Kim Smith-Cossia

(540) 429-4315

knsinfo0s@aol.com

Delaware
Maryland

John Kral

(302) 593-5377

k1lown@aol.com

Steve Carter

(410) 288-6997

Northern NJ
Southern NJ
East New York

Ryan Schwendel

(732) 255-6859

cschwendel@comcast.net

Bill Shober

(856) 423-8214

shobodaclown@yahoo.com

Lori Swink

(914) 523-7413

luluwinks222@gmail.com

West New York

Jim Donoughe

(716) 471-3684

mrjim67@aol.com

Ohio
Eastern PA
Western PA
Virginia
West Virginia

Sandy Todd

State Directors

sandytodd1@gmail.com

Alene Krouse

(610) 864-5969

srateach@gmail.com

Diane Jones

(301) 947-0959

toodlestheclown@aol.com

Kesha Beckley

(571) 982-0875

ladylolafp@yahoo.com

Larry Etchison

(304) 276-3394

pocomajic@yahoo.com
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