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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE   By Susan Saunders      

MACA President 
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A CHAT WITH THE CHAPLAIN By Keith Karas          

MACA Chaplain 

Over the years, I have thought about clowning and the positive impact it has had upon society. Below are some quotes about 
clowning which may help you recharge during these uncertain times: 

 
“Clowns are ambassadors of goodwill. A clown can reach into places that others cannot reach. Clowning, at times, can be the 
best method to reach people. What an incredible opportunity we have.”                                                                      
                                                                                                             - Randy Christensen, WCA Master Clown 

 
“We have a world where it is no longer possible to have heroes -the age of heroes is gone.  Who can provide the answers” 
Only the clowns.”    - Grock, clown  
  

 “Well, I have a dream too, but its about singing and dancing and making people happy. It’s the kind of dream that gets better 
the more people you share it with. And I found a whole bunch of friends who have the same dream, and that makes us sort of 
like family.”   – Kermit the Frog 
  

“The clown…is each of us at our worst, and all we could become if our best came through.”  
                                                                                                         – Roland McCoy, from the Delight Makers 

“To share your weakness is to make yourself vulnerable; to make yourself vulnerable is to show your strength.”   – C.S. Lewis, 
philosopher  

 

“Laughter is the shock absorber that softens and minimizes the bumps of life.” – Zig Ziglar, motivational speaker 

 

“Rivers do not drink their own water; trees do not eat their own fruit; the sun does not shine on itself and flowers do not spread 
their fragrance for themselves. Living for others is a rule of nature. We are all born to help each other. No matter how difficult it 
is…Life is good when you are happy, but much better when others are happy because of you.” – Pope Francis   

As I review social media, I see many performers using ZOOM and other platforms to produce virtual shows; some also are 
able to perform small, socially distanced shows. What a challenge to all clowns, balloon artists, face painters, puppeteers, and 
storytellers. Especially to those who do it for a living! 

If you are unable to find opportunities to perform during the pandemic, I would encourage you to use the time off to brush up 
on skills or to perfect a new routine.  As for me, I have been attending a Saturday afternoon ZOOM workshop on eccentric 
clowning taught by Avner Eisenberg; I also have attended several shows online (Bindlestiff Circus and Venardos Circus). Last 
week I performed my first-ever Zoom show for about 50 summer campers.   

My world is just as weird as your is right now - we just have to go with we go.  We have created memories and now (mostly) 
that is all our audiences have left of us (and us of them). 

Our hurting world needs us. We must go back out again – and we will be back, better than ever. Right now though, memories 
of our clowning pre-COVID are all we have.   

As Red Skelton once said, “If by chance someday you are not feeling well and you should remember some silly thing I’ve said 
or done and it brings a smile to your face or a chuckle to your heart, then my purpose as your clown has been fulfilled.”            
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MACA  Education Director Update 
We have worked overtime putting together a 
All Star Line Up of Dealers for the MACA 2020 Convention. 
 
*Duane & Mary Laflin will be offering General Magic, Silks, and  Gospel Magic. 
*On Steve Kissell’s table you will find 
DVD’s, books, rabbit in hat, and more. 
*Gerry Giovinco will present Balloon Artist Field Bags, PLHummer Kazoos, STRHummer Kazookuleles, Coloring 
Page Caricatures, Magic floating stage blocks, his books and lecture notes. 
*Kitty Kuhr will make you look Great with her Costumes, Tacky Shirts, Socks. Just to name a few. 
*Roy Stone has Custom Made Magic, Signs, and Name Tags. 
*Wayne Shiflett  will have Balloons  & Feather Flowers 
*Terry Slaymaker is bringing a table full of his buttons. 

W
E

E
E

E
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Decisions, Decisions, What to Wear? 
 
     The MACA convention happens to be one of a few if not one of a kind that offers three dinner meals during the 
 convention included in your registration.  They are times to get together and have fun with dress up.  What 
 clown wouldn’t want to “dress up”.   
 
      This year’s theme is “Out of This World”.  Some people ask “What should I wear?  “How should I dress?”  
 Thursday evening, a delicious buffet dinner will be served to all space cadets on the Starship MACA.  Come as 
 your favorite “Star Wars/Star Trek” character OR if you are drawing a blank on creativity, just dress casual. 
 
      Friday Night’s Buffet is just as delish.  The dress could be a different character such as an alien or any “     
 astro-nut” or whatever is “Out of this World”.   Again, you have the option to dress Casual.   
 
      Saturday Night is our fancier banquet sit-down dinner; must wear the clean sox.  Suggested dress is          
 Semi-Formal to Business Casual.  
 
       See you there! 



 5 

Building Your Bag of Tricks                         

 Alene Kraus 
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MACA  CLOWN ALLEY NEWS  

Kit and 
 
Kaboodle 
 
Clowns 
 
 
 

At the recent meeting Kit and Kaboodle clowns discussed International Clown week. 
With the current COVID-19 crisis we will be unable to participate in any events. How-
ever we plan to go out to eat with our clown noses and shoes on and at the very least 
make the wait staff smile. We talked about different types of clowns and makeup. We 
also practiced playing the Kazoo. We love to call our friends and relatives on their 
birthdays and play a kazoo song. We are looking forward, hoping and praying that we 
can attend the November convention. 

 
Stay safe and healthy. 

Bump a nose 
Diane “Toodles the clown” Jones 
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MACA  CLOWN ALLEY NEWS  



 8 

 

MACA  CLOWN ALLEY NEWS  

KAPO’s GANG 

 

Like most organizations covid 19 protocol has prevented us from meeting nose to nose but nothing can keep us from the 

spirit of bringing joy to others.. This time has actually been great to retool.  Rethink of some old skits or props or to relearn a 

skill or two. Try another character to spread joy 

All of our fundraising events we have gone to in the past have been canceled but before the pandemic actually hit, we were 

full steam ahead with plans and events.. ( IHOC walk etc.).. so nothing should hinder us from going back to “normal” once 

we can meet again.. what “ normal” will look like is only in Gods eyes.. 

Just this past weekend “Santa “ showed up at a Christmas in July with a mask on and social distancing was in place, which 

is quite odd for Santa, since he just loves a hug from a little one.. 

Bottom line, we need to do what we need to do to get through this so we can be better off 

We are certainly living in odd times.. that’s why we as clowns are needed more than ever.  Even though we can’t physically 

connect, that certainly doesn’t stop us from doing anything at all to help others.. 

If you guys have any other ideas on reconnecting or how to retool you skills.. drop me an email.. I know our 1st meeting 

back will be full of great ideas on how we dealt with 2020 

Shobodaclown@yahoo.com 

Bump a nose  

Bill Schober 

President of kapos  

Sj rep for MACA  

Director of ministry for WCA 

Friend of Santa  
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MACA  2020 CONVENTION NEWS 

There’re coming from every part of the Galaxy 

And Heading to Harrisburg, PA. 

 

 

For The 
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MACA  2020 CONVENTION NEWS  

This Year’s Friday Evening Headliner is   Steve “Salty” Kissell !!!! 
 

      "Salty" the clown has been at it since he was 
auctioned off for a birthday party in 1981. He is 
the co-director of Circus Magic 
Convention, celebrating its 37th anniversary this 
year. Steve has performed in all 50 states and 5 
countries through his career. After his first hitch 
in the Navy he found himself teaching 
kindergarten then transition to a teacher trainer 
and eventually a corporate speaker and trainer 
which he is really a clown with a tie on.  
He has produced over 150 family entertainer 
events and has performed and taught at COAI, 
WCA, NE, SW Mid West, MACA, SECA, FCP, 
FCM, VentHaven, Kapital Klowns, Kidvention, 
Kidabra, Show Me Clowns and others.   
 

Not only will Steve be presenting a Stage Show at one of the Banquets, 
Steve will also be sharing his knowledge with the following lectures: 

 
Family Fun Shows   Do you like games, contests and lots of audience 
participation? This play shop is for you! These time-tested routines are great 
for young children and seniors as well. Learn how to set up and structure a 
fun performance involving comedy magic, MC work, puppets, clowning, music 
and LOTS of hilarious audience participation. EVERYONE has a great time!  
 
 Magical, Mirthful Messages   Gospel effects and object lessons for Sunday 
School Teachers as well as Vacation Bible School Teachers. This class will 
emphasize entertaining and fun surprises for all. Composed of short and easy 
object lessons that will instill morals, amaze the audience and create a 
memorable impact as well. 
 
 50 Performance Tips for Entertainers  Everything from Audience 
involvement to Zany introductions will be discussed in this session. Learn to 
be a better performer with attention to details. You will leave this workshop a 
better performer!   
 

The MACA Convention, Sharing, Learning, Growing……… 
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MACA  2020 CONVENTION NEWS  

Duane & Mary Laflin 
  

will be presenting their Internationally Awarded Magical Stage Show 
at the Saturday Night Banquet.  

 
 

Duane Laflin is an internationally awarded performer who specializes in family-friendly 

entertainment. In South Africa Duane Laflin was honored as a guest instructor at the 

Siegfried & Roy College Of Magic, in Singapore he was recognized as a Star of Magic, in 

Mexico City he received the Illusionist Award.  The prestigious Magic Circle, located in 

London, England, has honored him with the highest status a performing magician can 

receive.  He has been made a member of the Inner Magic Circle with Gold Star. 

Together Duane and Mary have performed on five continents, in eighteen countries of the 

world and in forty-seven of the fifty states in the USA.  

Duane will also be doing Two Lectures  
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MACA  2020 CONVENTION NEWS  

Space Cadets ...Meet Your Flight Instructors 
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www.midatlanticclownassociation.com 

37th Annual Mid Atlantic Clown                   37th Annual Mid Atlantic Clown                   37th Annual Mid Atlantic Clown                   

Association ConventionAssociation ConventionAssociation Convention   

November 12November 12November 12---15, 202015, 202015, 2020   

Out of this WorldOut of this WorldOut of this World———Clowns in SpaceClowns in SpaceClowns in Space   

Stars in every classroom!   

Steve Kissell, Duane and Mary Laflin,  

Gerry Giovinco, Roy Stone, Kitty Kuhr, Steve Hart, Jackie Reynolds,   

Connie Morrow, Jim Donoughe, Alene Kraus, Bonnie  Corcia, Thom 

and Pat Stevenson, Susan Saunders,  Bob and Teresa Gretton,               

  Larry Etchison (Hospitality Director) and lot’s of vendors! 

 

 

 

 

Blast off November 12th with a Clown Flea Market.  Engage with hands on 

lectures, awesome buffets, hospitality room with jams and                 net-

working.  Special Friday night entertainment by Steve Kissell. 

Saturday night enjoy jaw dropping magic after your sit down dinner by 

Duane Laflin and his wife Mary.  

Registration by paper on back or go to the website and use Eventbrite.   
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37th Annual Mid-Atlantic Clown Association Convention  
 

 Convention November 12-15, 2020              
Banquet November 14, 2020 

Red Lion Hotel  
4751 Lindle Road, Harrisburg PA  17111 

 
To register,  use website and Eventbrite or complete the form below, print out the form and send, with check made payable to 

MACA Convention, to: Dave Myers, 318 S Cleveland Ave, Wilmington, DE 19805 or Dave’s email: clickerclown@yahoo.com. 

To use credit cards, go to Eventbrite.  

Full registration fee includes dinner Thursday, Friday and Saturday nights. 

Special one Day discount rate—May 11, 2020 $155 pay 84% based on the waning gibbous!  

Must be completed on Eventbrite.               

           Full - $185.00 thru 9/30/20        Daily Rates:                 $30.00 per day -Thurs or Sat. 

                                                                                    $60 Friday 

                                              Full - $195.00 thru 10/31/19                                          $35.00 Thurs. or Fri. each night 

                                             

                                              Full - $205.00 after 10/31/19                                         $35 Saturday night banquet 

 

                                             MACA dues $20                                         

                                                                                                

                                                                                    Total registration : $  

 

Hotel room rate - $96.00 single per night includes breakfast. https://reservations.redlion.com/ibe/details.aspx?

propertyid=14193&nights=5&checkin=11/11/2020&group=MASS1111 

$103.00 double per night includes breakfast for two.  https://reservations.redlion.com/ibe/details.aspx?

propertyid=14193&nights=5&checkin=11/11/2020&group=MACA1111 

Additional persons in room do not get breakfast tickets.  You must reserve before 10/26/2020 to be  assured this 

rate. If you make reservations thru Sunday and check out earlier, you will be charged a $50 fee.  (717) 939-7841. 

Easy on line check-in available    (all subject to change) 

                                         *****Please note***** 
$25 processing fee for cancellations before 10/01/20. No refunds after that date.  

Face painting supplies and latex products will be used and sold at this convention.  

All are welcome to attend, however, you must be an MACA member and have paid  registration to participant.  

Name:                    Clown Name:  

Address:                      E-mail:   

City:                                  Phone:  

State:                                     First MACA convention?:    No   Yes  

                                     

www.midatlanticclownassociation.com 

 

 

https://reservations.redlion.com/ibe/details.aspx?propertyid=14193&nights=5&checkin=11/11/2020&group=MASS1111
https://reservations.redlion.com/ibe/details.aspx?propertyid=14193&nights=5&checkin=11/11/2020&group=MACA1111
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CLOWN SEARCH 

Did you know that the Mid-Atlantic Clown  Associ-

ation provides a way for people to contact it’s 

MACA clowns on our website?   

We have a link on the site menu “Clown Search”  

where anyone accessing the site can find a clown 

in their area to   perform. Your listing as a mem-

ber is free BUT… You need to provide your infor-

mation. We do not act as a booking agency. The 

information is there for   contact  purposes only.  

If you would like your contact information to be 

published on the website, please send your       

information :      Clown name                                                                      

    Email address                                                    

    City , State                                                    

    Phone Number 

to the webmaster,  Thom Stevenson                                

Skootchee3419@gmail.com. 

       MACA Information Center                                                        

                  or Things you may not know about MACA 

Send YOUR Alley News and items you 

may want to share with other members 

to the Newsletter Editor.  

The MACA Newsletter is distributed bi-monthly 

and submission are due to the editor by the 20th 

of the month before publication. (Articles are due by 

June 20th for inclusion in the July/Aug newsletter).  

Please, no hand written articles. Pictures may be 

blurred if the megapixels are not high enough. 

Send articles to Editor: Thom Stevenson at        

skootchee3419@gmail.com 

MACA MEMBERSHIP 
Looking for some help in your clowning    

career ? 
Looking to meet some new and some 

well established clown ? 

Join the mid-Atlantic Clown Association 

(MACA) 

Our purpose is to promote the            

education in and the preservation of 

the ancient art of clowning. 

 

 

To become a member, click on this link 

to apply for membership. 

 
Changing the World One smile at a time 

mailto:buttonstclown@yahoo.com
http://www.midatlanticclownassociation.com/data/files/imemform.htm
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Clownatarian 

The MACA is the only clown organization that gives a Clownatarian award every year and that’s because, we made it 

up!  Way back, when the MACA was being formed 30+ years ago, The Keystone Klowns, made up of several clowns 

that many don’t know and most of whom are no longer with us on earth, decided they wanted to give an award to a 

clown for just being a great clown person.  There was a gentleman worked with new clowns and who on several        

occasions paid for registration fees, hotel rooms, etc. for clowns who were just starting out and did not have money to 

come to a convention.  It was decided this fellow was a Humanitarian and hence the name Clownatarian.  

This award was never intended as a Clown of the Year type award but as a thank you to a good human being who 

was   always there to lend a helping hand in any way they could to other clowns.  For the first, at least 15 years the 

trophy award was purchased and given to a person chosen by the Keystone Klowns, but eventually as many of them 

passed away or left the clown world for various reasons, the MACA decided to take over the presentation of the 

award. 

Over the past several years, the selection committee has consisted of Nellie “Muffin” May (a founding member of the 

Keystone Klowns and MACA), Darlene “Daisy” Morgan and George “Porgie” Caban. We have re-organized the selec-

tion committee to include more currently active members and have decided this committee will be made up of previ-

ous Clownatarian award winners that are currently serving on the MACA Board of Directors.  Therefore, this year’s 

selection committee will include Nellie May, George Caban, Sandi Smith, Bill Schober, Bob Gretton, Ryan Schwendel 

and Pat Stevenson. 

To be selected as a Clownatarian, a clown is nominated by a member of MACA by submitting a letter to the selection       

committee stating why this person should be considered for this award.  These letters are reviewed without names of 

the person being nominated or the person nominating them being noted so that the nomination is based on good 

deeds only.   

Please send any nominations you have for the 2020 award to me at dottheclown@comcast.net or to my home 169           

Buckingham Dr., Southampton, NJ 08088 and I will see to it that the current selection committee receives your     

nominations. 

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions and I will try to answer. 

Sandi “Dot” Smith 

mailto:dottheclown@comcast.net
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Moving? 

Send both your new and old 
address to: 

Dave Myers                                          

318 S. Cleveland Ave. 

Wilmington, DE  19805 

clickerclown@yahoo.com 

 

MID_ATLANTIC CLOWN ASSOCIATION INC.   

2020 OFFICERS AND STATE DIRECTORS 

President Susan Saunders (240) 380-0071 gettysbear25@aol.com 

Vice President Pat Stevenson (410) 256-8862 pat_stevenson@verizon.net 

Secretary Dave Myers (302) 691-5804 clickerclown@yahoo.com 

Recording Secretary Alene Krouse 610) 864-5969 srateach@gmail.com 

Treasurer Dennis Gesel (716) 449-3165 djgesel@yahoo.com 

Officer Emeritus Nelle May (412) 654-4158  

Editor Thom Stevenson (410) 256-8862 skootchee3419@gmail.com 

Education Bob Gretton (301) 843-8212 bunkytclown@comcast.net 

Chaplain Keith Karas (410)453-9288 keithkaras@yahoo.com 

Hospitality Director Larry Etchison (304) 276-3394 pocomajic@yahoo.com 

Historian Sandi Smith (609) 801-2571 dottheclown@comcast.net 

 Membership Chair Ellen Gagnon (856) 727-9261 classitheclown@comcast.net 

Trustees Jim Shores (410) 207-0444  jim_shores@msn.com 

 John Crull (240) 762-0500  slapshotwizard@aol.com  

 Paula Ward (804) 276-5578 paulaaward@comcast.net 

State Directors  

Delaware Renate McIntosh (302) 653-1658  renate@snippydoodles.com 

Maryland Steve Carter (410) 288-6997  

Northern NJ Ryan Schwendel (732) 255-6859 cschwendel@comcast.net 

Southern NJ Bill Shober (856) 423-8214 shobodaclown@yahoo.com 

East New York Lori Swink (914) 523-7413 luluwinks222@gmail.com 

West New York Jim Donoughe (716) 471-3684 mrjim67@aol.com 

Ohio Sandy Todd   

Eastern PA Alene Krouse (610) 864-5969 srateach@gmail.com 

Western PA  Diane Jones (301) 947-0959 toodlestheclown@aol.com 

Virginia Kesha Beckley (571) 982-0875 ladylolafp@yahoo.com 

West Virginia Larry Etchison (304) 276-3394 pocomajic@yahoo.com 

"Anyone who has paid their dues for 2019/2020 and has not received a membership card please contact Dave Myers at               
320-691-5804 or clickerclown@yahoo.com" 

mailto:jim_shores@msn.com
mailto:slapshotwizard@aol.com

