
   

 

2st Quarter 2023 

In This Issue 

 Chaplain’s Message (page 2) 

 Education Update   (page 3) 

 MACA Convention 2022  (page 5) 

 Registration Form (page 7) 

 Clown Alley News   (page  9 ) 

 MACA Information Center (page 10) 

 2021 Officers and  Directors Listing  

(page 14) 

 

THE BIG TOP 
Mid-Atlantic Clown Association Newsletter 

MIDATLANTIC CLOWN ASSOCIATION CONVENTION                                                                    

November 8 - 12, 2023  

Registration Now Open  
see page 5 



 2 

 

 

CHAPLAIN’S MESSAGE By Tina Coleman  

 
It’s a busy time of the year for clowns.  Festivals, parties, parades: oh my!  For 
many of you, there are more opportunities now than at any other time in the year to 
share your talents and to bring the smiles that God placed you on this earth to grow. 
(For those of you who are Santas, I’ll grant that your yearly schedule may look a bit 
different.)  As Ecclesiastes says “A person can do nothing better than to eat and 
drink and find satisfaction in their own toil.”  (Eccl 2:4) 
 
But how do we find satisfaction in our toil?  Some days the lines are long or the kids 
are rude or the jokes, well, they just ain’t landing with your audience.  How do we 
find satisfaction in those days? 
   
Turn your work over to the Master.  Seek to please Him.  In every interaction, show 
love and grace and humor. Always seek to grow your craft, as well, and find the 
clown within you that was uniquely fashioned by the Maker for its specific time and 
place on Earth.   
 
If you’re looking forward to November like I am and would like to be part of bringing 
Sunday’s worship service forward, email clowningclementine@gmail.com.  If you 
have prayer requests, email clowningclementine@gmail.com.  If you have an itch, 
scratch it!  If you didn’t have an itch before, now that I mentioned it, I bet you have 
one now.  Give me grief about it in November!  
 
 
God Bless, 
Tina 

mailto:clowningclementine@gmail.com
mailto:clowningclementine@gmail.com
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MACA  Convention Schedule 

  
 
 

 
 



 4 

 

 

MACA  Education Director Update 

 

 
 

 
 
 

Alene "Rufflez" Kraus 
Director of Education  
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 MACA  2023 CONVENTION NEWS  

 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

 

                        Our Friday evening entertainment will be Kevin    

                                    Brown.  Kevin is a former Ringling Bros. and Barnum               

                                                                    & Bailey Clown and has been performing for many        

                         years. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                     

 

 

            Back by popular demand, our Saturday evening  Headliner      

    “Mr. Puppet”  Bob Abdou”. 

            Professional Comedy Entertainer for Children & Adults.                                                                         

       Bob has been entertaining since 1996. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                 Open Mic continues to be our Thursday night show.       

        Start practicing your skits and bits.  

                                                                                                                                    Did you say MC?  The funniest guy from the $1.25 Store! 
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 MACA  2023 CONVENTION  

 

 

Click here for Online Registration 

Mail in Registration, see next page 

Click here for Online Hotel Registration 

Quality Vendors: 
 

Roy Stone 
 

Dave Hill 
 

Wes Whiteside 
 

Jill Darlington 
 

Jim Fearn  Alene Kraus 

Eric Hershey  Jackie Reynolds 

Susan Saunders  Steve Gailey 

Bob Gretton  Teresa Gretton 

Wes Whiteside  Dave Hill 

Jill Darlington  Roy Stone 

Steve Gailey  Kevin Brown 

   

Outstanding Instructors 

Look Blondi, this is what we are doing at the MACA Convention.  

Teresa & Bob Gretton will be sharing their 40 plus years of 

performing on stage with a Interaction class on “Feeling Good on 

Stage.”  Doing Skits, Bits, & Gags. We will work on Stage Presence, 

Projecting your Voice, and Working to the 4th Wall.  

 

http://www.midatlanticclownassociation.com/1_5_convention.html
http://www.midatlanticclownassociation.com/1_5_convention.html
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Clown Alley News 

Fun Fact from 
Bob “Bunky” Gretton 
 
When I started out clowning in the late 1970’s, if you wanted to do Balloons…. You had to get them from the Ashland Rubber 
Company. You could only get 260A and 260Q. They came in a Cigar Box and cost $1.00 a Gross. Back then, there were no such 

things like Bee Bodies or Hearts. Just 260.  
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CLOWN SEARCH 

Did you know that the Mid-Atlantic Clown  Associ-

ation provides a way for people to contact it’s 

MACA clowns on our website?   

We have a link on the site menu “Clown Search”  

where anyone accessing the site can find a clown 

in their area to   perform. Your listing as a mem-

ber is free BUT… You need to provide your infor-

mation. We do not act as a booking agency. The 

information is there for   contact  purposes only.  

If you would like your contact information to be 

published on the website, please send your       

information :      Clown name                                                                      

    Email address                                                    

    City , State                                                    

    Phone Number 

to the webmaster,  Thom Stevenson                                

Skootchee3419@gmail.com. 

       MACA Information Center                                                        

                  or Things you may not know about MACA 

Send YOUR Alley News and items you 

may want to share with other members 

to the Newsletter Editor.  

The MACA Newsletter is distributed bi-monthly 

and submission are due to the editor by the 20th 

of the month before publication. (Articles are due by 

June 20th for inclusion in the July/Aug newsletter).  

Please, no hand written articles. Pictures may be 

blurred if the megapixels are not high enough. 

Send articles to Editor: Thom Stevenson at        

skootchee3419@gmail.com 

MACA MEMBERSHIP 
Looking for some help in your clowning    

career ? 
Looking to meet some new and some 

well established clown ? 

Join the mid-Atlantic Clown Association 

(MACA) 

Our purpose is to promote the            

education in and the preservation of 

the ancient art of clowning. 

 

 

To become a member, click on this link 

to apply for membership. 

 
Changing the World One smile at a time 

mailto:buttonstclown@yahoo.com
http://www.midatlanticclownassociation.com/data/files/imemform.htm
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Clownatarian 

The MACA is the only clown organization that gives a Clownatarian award every year and that’s because, we made it 

up!  Way back, when the MACA was being formed 40+ years ago, The Keystone Klowns, made up of several clowns 

that many don’t know and most of whom are no longer with us on earth, decided they wanted to give an award to a 

clown for just being a great clown person.  There was a gentleman worked with new clowns and who on several        

occasions paid for registration fees, hotel rooms, etc. for clowns who were just starting out and did not have money to 

come to a convention.  It was decided this fellow was a Humanitarian and hence the name Clownatarian.  

This award was never intended as a Clown of the Year type award but as a thank you to a good human being who 

was always there to lend a helping hand in any way they could to other clowns.  For the first, at least 15 years the 

trophy award was purchased and given to a person chosen by the Keystone Klowns, but eventually as many of them 

passed away or left the clown world for various reasons, the MACA decided to take over the presentation of the 

award. 

Over the past several years, the selection committee has consisted of Nellie “Muffin” May (a founding member of the 

Keystone Klowns and MACA), Darlene “Daisy” Morgan and George “Porgie” Caban. We have re-organized the     

selection committee to include more currently active members and have decided this committee will be made up of 

previous Clownatarian award winners that are currently serving on the MACA Board of Directors.  Therefore, this 

year’s selection committee will include Nellie May, George Caban, Sandi Smith, Bill Schober, Bob Gretton, Ryan            

Schwendel, Pat Stevenson, Larry Etchison and Steve Carter. 

To be selected as a Clownatarian, a clown is nominated by a member of MACA by submitting a letter to the selection       

committee stating why this person should be considered for this award.  These letters are reviewed without names of 

the person being nominated or the person nominating them being noted so that the nomination is based on good 

deeds only.   

Please send any nominations you have for the 2023 award to me at dottheclown@comcast.net or to my home 169           

Buckingham Dr., Southampton, NJ 08088 and I will see to it that the current selection committee receives your     

nominations. 

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions and I will try to answer. 

Sandi “Dot” Smith 

mailto:dottheclown@comcast.net
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Moving? 

Send both your new and old 
address to: 

Dave Myers                                          

318 S. Cleveland Ave. 

Wilmington, DE  19805 

clickerclown@yahoo.com 

 

MID_ATLANTIC CLOWN ASSOCIATION INC.   

2023 OFFICERS AND STATE DIRECTORS  

President John Kral (302) 593-5377 k1lown@aol.com 

Vice President Pat Stevenson (410) 256-8862 pat_stevenson@verizon.net 

Secretary Dave Myers (302) 230-1393 clickerclown@yahoo.com 

Recording Secretary Connie Morrow  punkin@punkintheclown.com  

Treasurer Dennis Gesel (716) 449-3165 djgesel@yahoo.com 

Officer Emeritus Nelle May (412) 654-4158  

Editor Thom Stevenson (410) 256-8862 skootchee3419@gmail.com 

Education Alene Kraus (610) 864-5969 srateach@gmail.com 

Chaplain/Webmaster Tina Coleman (443) 253-5567 colemanserious@gmail.com 

Hospitality Director Larry Etchison (304) 276-3394 pocomajic@yahoo.com 

Historian Sandi Smith (609) 801-2571 dottheclown@comcast.net 

 Membership Chair Ellen Gagnon (856) 727-9261 classitheclown@comcast.net 

 Immed. Past President Susan Crenshaw (240) 380-0071 gettysbear25@aol.com 

Trustees Jim Shores (410) 207-0444  jim_shores@msn.com 

 John Crull (240) 762-0500  slapshotwizard@aol.com  

 Kim Smith-Cossia (540) 429-4315 knsinfo0s@aol.com 

State Directors  

Delaware TBD   

Maryland Steve Carter (410) 288-6997  

Northern NJ Ryan Schwendel (732) 255-6859 cschwendel@comcast.net 

Southern NJ Bill Shober (856) 423-8214 shobodaclown@yahoo.com 

East New York Lori Swink (914) 523-7413 luluwinks222@gmail.com 

West New York Jim Donoughe (716) 471-3684 mrjim67@aol.com 

Ohio Debbie Messner  sandytodd1@gmail.com  

Eastern PA Alene Kraus (610) 864-5969 srateach@gmail.com 

Central PA Susan Crenshaw (240) 380-0071 gettysbear25@aol.com 

Western PA  Diane Jones (301) 947-0959 toodlestheclown@aol.com 

Virginia Kesha Beckley (571) 982-0875 ladylolafp@yahoo.com 

West Virginia Larry Etchison (304) 276-3394 pocomajic@yahoo.com 

mailto:jim_shores@msn.com
mailto:slapshotwizard@aol.com
mailto:sandytodd1@gmail.com

